RESOLUTION# TBNR-2018-007

TUNICA-BILOXI TRIBE OF LOUISIANA

GUIDELINES FOR DISTRIBUTION OF PROCEEDS FROM THE

EMERGENCY ASSISTANCE/CATASTROPHIC FUND

The Tribal Council of the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe of Louisiana has established a Catastrophic
Fund (“the Fund”) for the purpose of providing assistance to Tribal Members who have
experienced a monetary loss because of an individual or family crisis. The catastrophic event or
crisis must be due to circumstances beyond the control of the applicant or a household member.
Payments from the Catastrophic Fund will be administered by the Tunica-Biloxi Community
Service Committee (CSC) and are subject to the following guidelines and criteria:

1.

Eligibility: The Fund is available only to enrolled members of the Tribe. The completed
application form must be submitted by the enrolled Tribal member who has suffered the
loss. The Tribal member is only eligible for assistance once per 12-month cycle.

Amount of Payment: A payment from the Fund, if deemed eligible, will be in an amount
equal to the actual loss incurred. The maximum payment for any single event is $3,000.

Application Process: The completed application and all required documents must be
submitted to CSC for review before a request for funding will be considered. All
applications will be kept confidential.

Approval Process: CSC will review the application for completeness and a preliminary
determination regarding the applicant’s qualification for funding will be made. If CSC
determines that the request should be funded, a recommendation shall be submitted along
with the recommended funding amount to the Tribal Council for final approval.

Qualifying Event(s): A Tribal member who suffers a loss due to a catastrophic event,
emergency circumstance or event beyond his or her control may be eligible for a payment
from the Fund. An applicant’s failure to pay his or her bills due to poor budgeting or
fiscal irresponsibility is not a catastrophic event and will not be considered for funding
under any circumstance. The following events may be deemed “Qualifying Events” for
purposes of funding under the Program:

Catastrophic / Emergency:

e Loss of Residence due to (i) an act of God (e.g. flood, tornado, hurricane, or other
natural disaster); or (ii) an accident outside the control of the applicant or member
of the household (e.g. fire or other man-made calamity).

e Personal injury or illness rendering individual unable to work for an extended
period of time (one month or longer).



e Acute and/or terminal illness.

e Any other event, outside the control of the applicant, which CSC determine to be
unexpected, catastrophic and outside the control of the applicant or member of
applicant’s household.

6. Lack of Other Available Resources: Any request for payment will be conditioned upon
the applicant showing documentary proof that he/she has made a good faith effort to
obtain relief from other available sources including the following:

e Life Insurance

e Health Insurance

e Workers’ Compensation Insurance

e Home Owner’s Insurance

e Automobile Insurance

e Long and Short-Term Disability Insurance

e Unemployment Insurance

e Medicare

e Medicaid

e Federal and State disaster Relief Programs such as FEMA
e Religious and other Charitable Organizations

e Personal Savings and Investments

7. FEailure to Submit Request on a Timely Basis: If CSC determines that, an applicant has
suffered a loss or has increased his/her loss because he/she has failed to submit the
application on a timely basis could result in denial of request for funding. Furthermore,
failure to apply for other forms of relief or assistance (such as unemployment insurance)
on a timely basis may also result in the rejection of a request for assistance from the
Fund.

*Requests will be denied if an applicant or household member has adequate personal resources to cover the loss.

*Unemployment due to layoffs such as work in turn-around job and offshore, does not qualify.



8.

10.

11.

No Guaranty of Payment: Each request for funding will be considered on a case-by-
case basis. Submission of an application is not a guaranty of funding. CSC may reject an
application if they determine, in their discretion, that the applicant has created hardship
for him/herself or members of his/her household.

Misrepresentation or_False Statements: If any applicant submits false or misleading
information or documents in conjunction with an application for funding, the pending
request as well as all future requests from the applicant will be immediately rejected.
Any such action is unlawful and the Tunica-Biloxi Tribe reserves the right to pursue legal
action against the applicant in such cases.

Reimbursement: If a payment is made from the Fund and the applicant later receives
funding from another source (for example, insurance), then the Tribe may request
reimbursement for all or any portion of the payment made from the Catastrophic Fund.

Direct Payments to Vendors and Service Providers: When funding is requested to pay
the cost of rent, leasing, services or goods, approved payments from the Fund will be
made directly to the vendor, service provider or other applicable payee against an invoice
presented with the application.




